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Fairness is the soul of tax system. Fair distribution of tax burden is one of the 
fundamentals that should be considered in the policy-making process or tax reform. 
While fairness is not the only goals of tax policy function, it should satisfy adequacy 
of fiscal revenue and economic development needs at the same time. In addition, tax 
policy has to be balanced between the economic efficiency and fairness. The 
multi-task feature of tax policy will eventually impair the fairness of income 
redistribution. The tax system of Taiwan, Singapore and Hongkong has experienced 
constant changes in these conflicts. This dissertation will focus on how the tax system 
changes influenced the distribution of tax burden?  
Due to the ―Efficiency first, fairness second‖ policy in the reform of China 
economy over the past three decades, China is experiencing the enlargement of gap 
between the rich and the poor. Tax system’s performance in redistributing income is 
not sound as well. In the CCP’s 18
th
 conference, efficiency and fairness is articulated 
to be of same importance in income distribution and income redistribution, and more 
attention should be paid on fairness of income redistribution. So it is meaningful to 
draw lessons from other countries. Taiwan, Singapore and Hongkong’s experience 
should be of great help to China in the aspect of improving tax system’s role in 
income redistribution. 
The arrangement of this dissertation is as follows: after literature and theory 
review, Taiwan, Singapore and Hongkong’s tax reform history is introduced. Then we 
discussed the design of personal tax system, the reform of property tax system and 
estate and gift tax system, tax expenditure and tax structure. The impact of the above 
factor on income redistribution and distribution of tax burden is analysed perceptively. 
Then statistic data is processed to test whether certain tax policy has positive or 
negative effects on the progressivity of personal income tax system. The progressivity 














are indicated in the improvement of tax system’s role in income redistribution in 
China. 
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